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With, the coming into force of the Treaty of Versailles the
International Associations are now entering on a new era.
By Article 24 those international bureaux which have
already been instituted by formal treaties, organisations of a
governmental nature such as are listed in the Annuaire under
Vie Internationale Publique, are, if the parties to the original
treaties consent, placed under the direction of the League of
Nations. All such international bureaux and commissions
formed in the future will fall automatically under its direction.
Provision is made that the expenses of any bureau so placed
may be included as part of the expenses of the League
Secretariat. However, the Secretariat is directed by the
Treaty to give aid that is needed, and especially, if the Council
and the parties interested consent, by collecting and dis-
tributing all relevant information regarding matters of in-
terest which are regulated by general conventions, but which
are not placed under the control of international bureaux or
commissions.

Private voluntary organisations such as are listed in the
Annuaire under Vie Internationale Privee, whether or not
enjoying Government subsidies, are not to be placed under
the direction of the League, though this does not pre-
clude their receiving assistance if their usefulness and import-
ance are recognised by the Council. Of these the Eed Cross
Society occupies a unique position, for by Article 25 the
members of the League are specifically pledged to aid it
in the establishment of new organisations and in the en-
couragement of their co-operation.

The Union of International Associations placed its services
at the disposal of the League of Nations from the moment
the latter came into being, and it was happy to be able to
lend its assistance in publishing a list of associations, institu-
tions, commissions, international offices, etc., which were in
existence at the end of 1919. Negotiations have been carried
on. since then, resulting in the decision to publish a Compen-
dium of the wishes, resolutions, and proposals formulated by